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The (Strange) Roman World at the 
Time of Christ  

1. Life in the Roman World 
2. Roman Cities 

3. Lesser Beings: Women, Children, Slaves. The 
Elderly 

4. Religions of the Roman Empire 

 

ÅSetting the Stage for Christianity 
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Who's Who: Julius Caesar 

ÅJulius Caesar, Rome's greatest 

    general and very popular 

ÅAssassinated in 44 BC. By Brutus  

    and 30 other Roman Senators  

ÅHis death set off latest round civil 

    in Rome's Civil Wars 

ÅAll about power: who in the elite was going to 
be #1. 
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Who's Who: Augustus 

ÅGrand-nephew of  

the popular Julius Caesar. 

ÅDefeated Marc Antony -  

Cleopatra, thus ending the 

 Civil Wars.  

ÅThe Emperor at the time 

of the birth of Christ 
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Who's Who: Herod the Great 

ÅThe Herod at the time of the birth of Christ 
(Matthew 2.1) was Herod the Great of Judea. 

ÅThe Roman Senate made him "King of the 
Jews" in 40 BC. Judea was  a Roman client 
state. 

ÅHe ruled 37 years, building many civic works. 

Å He was not the Herod at the time of the 
death of Christ.  That was one of his sons.  
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How Big Is It?  
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50 Million People =  ¼ of 
the world's population 



The Roman World:  
How Far Away from Rome? 



Internal Collapse: The Civil Wars 

ÅThe Civil Wars were fought throughout the 
Empire. 

Å Many affected: 25% of all male citizens had 
served in the military by the end of the war.  

ÅThe losers and their extended families at each 
ǊƻǳƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ άŎƭŜŀƴǎŜŘΦϦ  [ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀōǎΦ {ǘƻƭŜƴ 
wealth. 

ÅRoman society was torn apart. 
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Augustus Brings Security 

ÅProclaims  the "pax Augustus."  

Å He's now solely in charge, and the old elites 
reduced to ceremonial positions.  

ÅMost people cheered. They were tired of the 
old elite. The elites alone had brought all this 
destruction.  Everyone else now ready for 
security, even at the cost of some of their 
traditional rights.  
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Daily Life: A Small Business 

The Grocer and His Wife 
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Security : the Roman Army  

  
Peace did not mean 
demobilization. Pax 
Augustus rested on a 
professional Army. 
Strength: about 300,000.  

11 



Your Legal Status 

ÅYour legal status determined your life: 

 

ïfree vs slave ; freedmen and freedwomen 

ïmale vs female  

ïcitizen vs non-citizen 

ïthe father vs children 
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The Marriage Ceremony 
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Fathers arranged 
marriages, for 
political 
advantage. 



Augustus Says: "Make Babies"  
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Male Children 
 

School Boys with Tutor 
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Female Children 
 

Girl, Reading. 
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Divorce and Remarriage 

ÅEither the husband or the wife  could initiate 
divorce. Simply send your spouse a note. 
Divorce was a matter within "the family,"  not 
the state.  

 

ÅDisincentives: The  wife, if a mother,  
automatically lost her children to their father. 
The husband had to return the wife's dowry. 
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The (Strange) Roman World at the 
Time of Christ  

1. Daily Life in the Roman World 

2. Roman Cities 
3. Lesser Beings: Women, Children, Slaves. The 

Elderly 

4. Religions of the Roman Empire 

ÅSetting the Stage for Christianity 
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2. A Roman City: 
Where a Roman Wanted to Spend his Daily Life 

! άwƻƳŀƴ /ƛǘȅέ ƳŜŀƴǘ  

ï wealth  

ï culture 

ï power 

ï security 
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Mars or Dionysius? 
The City Brings "The Good Life" 

ÅRomans have a split personality: Mars or 
Dionysius? Restraint or excess? Which gets you 
the most power? 

 
ÅMany chose Dionysius. What better place to have 

"the Good Life" than in a City?  
 
ÅAs one Roman writer wailed: In the hinterland: 

"no one sees sculptors, painters, or perfumers or 
money changers or poets."  



He might have added : "Or hairstylists." 
  

21 

Fancy Hairstyles, Clothes, Jewels 



 
ΧtŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ 
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For the Dining Room 



Χ{ŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜ 
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In Public Spaces and in the Home 


